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which will, as he believes, prevent its consolidation upon any
basis dangerous to the Empire or the Throne, But his opinions
must so soon cease to be taken into account that even this slight
effort to explain them may be hardly worth Your Majesty's
perusal.
Yet, for the sake of clearness, Mr. Gladstone ventures further to
lengthen it by two observations. The first that he is far from
intending to imply that such Home Rule as prevails in Canada
could be safely or properly extended to Ireland. The secondJJaat
he has never intimated any disposition to allow to Ireland any-
thing except what might properly be given (for example) to
Scotland, if desired and sought by her.
831              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
OSBORNE. February 15. 1882.
I am commanded by The Queen to thank you for your letter
with reference to the Home Rule question.
Her Majesty was afraid that many of the Irish people would give
a meaning to your speech which you did not intend it should be.
832              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. February 19. 1882,
. . . Her Majesty trusts that the course you intend to follow
in consequence of the vote in the House of Lords1 on Friday
will not provoke a conflict between the two Houses of Parliament.
833  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsonby
Feb. 20. 1882.
We are unwilling to tread the ground on which the Lords have
forced us, but we have no choice. The tension in Ireland on the
side of our coercion proceeding is great on account of the very
large numbers in prison* Any acquiescence by us in such a pro-
ceeding as a Landlords' Committee of the Lords would run the
risk of shaking all the confidence which the Act has attracted, and
possibly of reviving the activity both of the Land League and of
the Secret Societies ; and thereby losing the whole fruit thus far
obtained.
I do not think anything like a conflict between the two Houses!
* On the Irish Laud Bill.